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A river offered a suitable line of defence, and
orders were given for a halt until dawn. Every
military precaution was taken, the river crossings
closely guarded, and the surrounding area
patrolled. Late in the evening an attack devel-
oped, which for a time looked dangerous. It
seemed as if the rearguard was surrounded. For
perhaps the only time in the war, Haig was jolted
out of his usual imperturbability. "If we are
caught/' he said, " by God, we'll sell our lives
dearly ! " and sent a Staff Officer to have a
building in the town prepared for a last place of
resistance. But the Germans were in less strength
than they had at first appeared to be, the attack
was beaten off, and at dawn the next day the
retreat was resumed.

It was not until the end of the twelfth day of the
retreat, on the 4th of September, that the situation
definitely improved. On that day there came the
news that the Germans had abandoned their
attempts at envelopment. Their outflanking
troops were moving inwards. The pursuit was at
an end. For one more day the retreat continued,
then at last came the long-looked-for tidings.
The Allied Armies were about to face about and
attack their foes. The news spread like wildfire
through the ranks, and acted like a charm.
Smiles again illuminated the grim features of the
men. Once more with their faces towards their
enemy, they whistled and sang as they marched.
Hope was reborn. With proud satisfaction, Haig
reported that the morale of his Corps had